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I HAVE known a man richly endowed 
with the gifts of Nature, good and bene- 
volent as herſelf, and to him I have 


preſented the Fxixexd or Naruxx. 


Deign to accept this fincere,. though 
inconſiderable tribute of my gratitude, and 
the aſſurance of the profound reſpe& and 
true attachment, with which I have the 
honour to remain, | 

SIR, 


Your moſt obedient, humble, 
And obliged Servant, 


Dublin, 
1/t May, 1795. 


ANTHONY GERNA. 
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THE 


FRIEND OF NATURE. 


WurN J perceive, amidft the tumults of 
this buſy world, ſo many flaves to preju- 
dice; mere tennis-balls to the caprices of 
fortune, and the impulſe of ambitious views, 
torturing themſelves for the moſt trivial ob- 
jects ; I withdraw from the ſenſeleſs multi- 
tude, and endeavour to find, in retirement, 
that peace and ſerenity, from which they 
are perpetually flying. There, I can liſten | 
to the Voice of Nature, contemplate her 
various beauties, and experience thoſe ra- 


viſhing emotions, thoſe lovely ideas, which 
ſhe never fails to excite in her real ad- 
mirers. | | 


* 
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by THE FRIEND OF NATURE. 


My heart, contracted and oppreſſed, amidſt 
the throng of mankind, expands, on a view 
of the fields, to enjoy the pure air, which 
we there breathe. The ſun's bright rays, 
the refreſhing ſhade, the rich products of 


the harveſt,/ the. verdure of the meadows, 


all conſpire to enchant the raviſhed ſenſe. 


Sometimes, ' ſtraying amidſt theſe lovely 
ſcenes, I admire the- fecundity of the ſoil, 
and its various gifts. A noble elm, a tree 
laden with fruit, an extenfive heath, attract 


my regard in their turns. I ſee life and 


freſhneſs in the buds and trembling leaves. 
An animating fluid circulates in the impri- 
ſoned root, and, rifing by a thouſand ſecret 
canals, pervades the branches; from whence 


it diſtils a nutritious and well-concoted 


Juice into the tender ſhoots, ſo pure, as to 


be almoſt inviſible, and ſo abundant, as never 


to be exhauſted. This vegetable blood, run- 
ning through the minute veſſels of fruits and 
flowers, gives colour and fragrance, and 

| exhales 
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exhales itſelf in delightful odours, end 
the ik a6 tubes. 


The plants, the ſhrübs, intermixed with 
the native heath, prepare in their buds a 
variety of ſmiling tints, for thoſe feſtoons 
of flowers that are ſoon to appear, toge- 


ther with the delicate organs of vegetable | 


generation, which riſe from the bottom of 


their cups, and collect in their perfumed 
boſoms, as in the ſecret receſſes of nature, 
the rudiments of future exiſtence, of Ws 
fect Ehe 2 51 


Again, ſeated on the enamelled banks of 
a river, I amuſe myſelf with conſidering the 
inſects that inhabit them. One thruſts out 


his horns, which he withdraws on the flight- | 


eft touch ; another ſhakes off the dew, and 
then creeps to enjoy the benefit of the ſun 


on the edge of a leaf. The ſnail drags him- 
ſelf lowly through the herbage; the grafs- 


hopper ſprings from the trefoil to the ſairi-- 
foin, The ants march in long files, graſp- 


ing 


its new exiſtence, its inimitable beauty. 


4 | THE FRIEND OF NATURE: 
ing in _ claws the rewards * — 
induſtry. ENT | 


Here two flugs meet, give the ſignals of 
love, and retire under a 1 ſhade to unite 


I a double tie, 


The buſy ay flutters, darts and ſtuns 
itſelf with buzzing to no purpoſe, then rubs 


the crown of its moveable head with its 


little paws croſſed; whilſt the artful ſpider 
fpreads the fatal net. Thus does vain man 
ſpend a frivolous life amidſt thoſe- ſnares 
which death perpetually ra in the pn 


of mortality! i At ct 37 7: 


S4 £. 7 


There, from a diminutive ſhell, in which a 


crawling inſe& had been encloſed, a gay but · 


terfly comes forth, wondering at its change, 


The 'waſps, fluttering ''their tranſparent 
wings, fly round the marjoram and honey- 
ſuckle; they poiſe, dart, alight, and, with 


the 
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the tip of their extended trunk, extract gently 
from e ACNE fut 


The . beetles mount to the tops 
of their holes they liſten they call they 
anſwer each other, till their reiterated 
chirping, and the drowſy and uniform hum 
of the bees, invite to the ſweets of N08 


On e theſe cat a . 
more genial and delightful than fleep, lulls 
my ſenſes; every. thing appears as in pro- 


ſpective, and preſents to my heavy eyes a 


confuſed and obſcure image that totally 
vaniſhes. I no longer hear or ſee; an in- 
ward ſenſation of ſweet tranquillity occupies - 
my entire being. I lire in a kind of un- 
conſcious exiſtence, and, as it were, ſunk 
into a mere paſſive compoſure, We 
dent of N ſenſe. | | 


A ray of the ſun now darts on the vi- 
ſaal organ, and by its warm and luminous 
* reſtores my ſuſpended fight; a 

ſentiment 
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ſentiment of exiſtence returns, and, like the 
ſmile of beauty on the heart of a lover, 
re-animates the whole man. I again behold 
the fair ſky, the rich orchards, the flowery 
plains. I reflect with + tranſport, and 1 
breathe with eaſe and delight. 


What enchanting ſounds now ſtrike my 
raviſhed ear !—It is the voice of the amiable _ 
ZEMIRA, fitting under the ſhade of a lin- 
den' tree; ſhe fings the pleafures of a 
happy union formed by. mutual love; the 
© tender ſpouſe liſtens, and, whilſt he traces, 
with a diſtracted hand, the banks of the 
river-that wanders through theſe meadows, 
his eyes ſteal glances on his beauteous part- 
ner, filled with the moſt paſſionate regard. 


The chattering of birds, their amorous 
cries, their cooings, their careſſes, recall to 
this happy pair the idea of their firſt loves. 


The chaffinches, the linnets, purſue each 
other from branch to branch; they fly from 
| the 
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the aſh to the cherry tree. The nightin- 
gale makes the grove reſound with his me- 
lodious noiſe.— “ Behold him, ceried 

| ZEMIRA, on the branch of a nut-tree, his 
«© neck extended, and his throat ſwelled.” 
Peace, peace, ZsmMirRa. OI 1 ſee, in a 
neighbouring buſh, his youthful companion, 
liſtening with fond attention to his figni- 
ficant notes; ſhe repoſes in a neſt, con- 
ſtructed by their common care, on the 
down which he has collected for her uſe; 
ſhe is hatching the eggs which he has im- 
pregnated ; ſkilled, by unerring inſtinct in the 
myſteries of nature, with fixed eyes-and heav-- 
ing boſom, ſhe is perfecting the organization 
of the fruit of their nuptials,—*. And he,” 
ſaid ZMA, „ mixes with his various 
© notes, the ſprightly tones of joy, the plain - 
tive accents and long ſighs, the inarticulate- 
* but expreſſive ſigns of conjugal tenderneſs 
and paternal regard.“ —— Ah, ZEMIIAI 
how happy are thoſe birds! they will ſoon y 
ſee themſelves renewed in their offspring. 
Alas! we may never enjoy that felicity ! 


ZEMIRA 


= — 


% 
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Zum is moved! anunmixed and lively 
Joy ſparkles in her eye, and ſhines through her 
whole countenance—ſhe folds her huſband 

in a tender embrace. Heaven, cried ſhe, 
ic has compleated our wiſn; my doubts 
& aye fled; for the pledge of our love has 
thrice leaped in my womb.” 


- Whilſt” the fond pair thus feel the 
new and pleafing ſentiments. with which 
their hearts are filled, the early lark, as ſhe 
riſes from the dewy neft, chants her love, 
her melodious morning ſong ; - ſhe remains 
poiſed for à minute, in the liquid air; 
then, clapping her wings and looking up 
to the ſun, concludes her joyful hymn. 

Fer little ones raiſe towards her their half. 
opened eyes; their cry recalls her to 
earth; ſhe alights, her bill charged with 
food; their tender bills, in receiving nou- 
riſhment, gently preſs the bill that gives 
it, and theſe pretty efforts produce the 
moſt delicious ſenſations in the maternal 
breaſt. 2 ED El LIEN. 

n | The 
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The various diſpoſitions and modes of 
the feathered race, are admirable, Field 
birds nurſe their young, on the moift earth, 
in buſhes, or on the branch of a tree, 
ſhaken by the winds. The whale, the ty- 
rant of the waters, performs the fame taſk, 


in the boſom of the deep. The fierce 
tioneſs ſuckles ber whelps in the waſte of 


the deſart; yet many infants of the human 
ſpecies, are abandoned by their mother, and 
intruſted to the ancertain care of a ſtrange 
woman. Others are torn from the maternal 
breaſt, which reclaims a property endeared 
by God and Nature. In vain the afflicted 
mothers offer them the nipple, which their 
more piercing than the poignard's point, 
give pains inconceivable, but by a deſolate 
parent. A eruel policy* ſacrifices the inno- 
cent fruit of a criminal love (if that paſſion 

bb cn 


* This alludes to a law in ſeveral of the former 
French Provinces, which forbade the mother of a na- 
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can be criminal) at the very gate of life, 
for having dared to be born. 


The ravening vulture, and luſty eagle, 


who break the ſhell, and come forth in the 


deſart rocks, grow up, under the maternal 
wing, till ſtrength ſhall ſet them at full 
liberty. - The child of wealth and honour 
is rejected, the very day of its birth, and 
returns not to the manſion of its unna- 
tural parents, till it be capable of bearing 
a tyrannous yoke. It is then dragged from 
its fond, . adopting mother, from a. whole- 
ſome air, and the pure and fimple manners 
of the country, to be plunged in the fink 
of vice, the infected atmoſphere of crowded 
cities, where it lives under. reſtraints inju- 
rious to both ſoul and body; a victim, 
ſacrificed to caprice, and the ridiculous 
cuſtoms of the great world, on the al tar 
of 1gnorance and pride. I, 


Miſerable child of vanity and error ! Re- 


turn to theſe charming plains, if you would 
X find 
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find the happineſs you have loſt! Come 
hither, and behold theſe objects, ſo dear 
to thy tender infancy, thy earlieſt years ; 
the ſhepherds, the flocks, the birds, the 
nefts, the painted butterflies, fluttering in 
the ſunny air over the flowers of the field !. 
Come hither, alſo, ye who admire” Nature 
decked in all the beauties a fine ſeaſon 
can beſtow! A ſerene, yet brilliant radi- 
ance, ſhines in this bleſſed abode; this 
happy refuge, from the folly, -vice, and. 
diſtraction of a ſenſeleſs world; A foft, 
and refreſhing breeze, whiſpers through the 
leaves, and joins its gentle murmurs, to 
the harmony of birds, the lowing of oxen, 
and the bleating of ſheep ; whilſt it plays, 
m undulating vibrations over the enamelled 
meads, where legions of flowers riſe, and 
diſappear, by turns, amidſt the verdant 
waves. | 


The elevated tops of the poplar bend, 
and recover; then bend, and ſtop in equi» + 
librioz their movements various, une- 

qual, 
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equal, but more delightful to the con- 
templative eye, than the moſt perfect and 
uniform ſteadineſs. 


Innumerable leaves hang from their ſtalks, 

and quiver along the boughs, farming a 
confuſed rattle, that fixes the diſtracted 
ear, flides, as it were, over the auditory 
nerves, and, like the ſatin tiſſue of a roſe 
leaf, eſcapes the touch of the moſt deli- 
_ cate fingers. ; 


- Whilft I am thus engroſſed by the joint 
murmurs of winds and waters, a ſwarm of 
butterflies flutter around me, - over thyme, 
lavender, and marjoram. My eyes are 
charmed with the variety and ſplendour of 
their apparel, and I ſay to myſelf—a thou- 
ſand years have paſſed fince theſe wings 
were thus inimitably deſigned, and they 
will glitter with the ſame beauteous colours, 
a a thouſand years hence.—A thouſand years 
to come, the roſe will be painted with 
the ſame lovely carnation, and perfume the 
; boſom 
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boſom of the young ſhepherdeſs, with its 


- The flowers, the butterflies, the ſhep- 


herds, all appear, and vaniſh, in my 


diſtracted mind. Thoſe objects which our 
fathers have celebrated in poetic lays, now 
preſent themſelves to us in a ſtate of reſuſci - 
tation, and will continue to charm our 


poſterity, by a ſimilar renewal, till time 


ſhall be no more. 


— 


Ye Beauties, who ſhall here ariſe in 
ſome remote age, how vaſt is the ſpace. 
that muſt ſeparate us! When you ſhall 


flouriſn, I ſhall be gone; when you ſhall 
enjoy exiſtence, and be decked with native 


ſplendour, my memorial ſhall have been, 
long blotted aut, of the records of know- 
ledge or remembrance. - You ſhall behold. 
theſe cottages, theſe plains ; you ſhall liſten, 
to the murmuring of theſe ſtreams, and the. 
longs of your co-temporary ſhepherds... 


But, alas! for me, I ſhall no more behold 
| this 
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this dear, this lovely ſpot ! No more, ſhalt 
I hear, the murmuring of theſe limpid wa- 
ters! No more, be raviſhed with the voice 
of my ſhepherdeſs, nor pleaſed, with the 
bleating of her tender flock ! a 


Ah! could you but one day ſay, In a 
remote time, there lived a rational being, 
© who, even to the preſent hour, extended 
& his regards for us, for our innocent en- 
« ;oyments. May he, in a ſtate of happy 
© exiſtence, be now ſenſible of the moſt 
cc refined pleaſures, continually increaſing, 
& and perpetually renewed, in manſions of 


&« everlaſting felicity !*? 


tend to you, mix with your innocent en- 
joyments; and you ſhall ſay—* There * 


« once exiſted in this place, a mortal, who 
* lived in tranquillity, in the boſom of 
t bounteous nature. He gathered ſome 
« flowers in paſſing through life, where the 

“ unthankful 


2 —— — 
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F | 
cc unthankful and diſſatisfied man, found 
nothing, but thorns, 


« His expanded heart wiſhed' the hap- 
© pineſs of every creature; even we, were 
objects of his regard. 


« Let us recall the memory of this 
c Friend of Nature; let us be grateful 
&« for his ſenſibility ; let vs dedicate ſome 
% new devices to his remembrance, 


« T.et us uncover the hives, which our 
* bees will fill with the ſpoils of we gar- 
« dens and fields. | 


Let that white lamb be put to its 
% mother's boſom, 


= 


* . 


„Let us make chaplets of the jaſmin 


© and roſe, mixed with ſprigs of flowering 


* broom, 


Let 
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Let us pluck roſes, and place them in 
« our breaſts; the roſe, ſaid our friend, 

„ ſhall perfume the boſom of the young 
_ © ſhepherdefs. | 


« Let us reſpire the odours of the flow- 
% ery broom, the jaſmin, and the roſe: 
Let us be penetrated with their ſweets. 


Let the moſt lovely of the ſhepherd- 
« eſſes place thoſe flowers at the foot of 
that great oak; on that ſtone cuſhioned 
4 with moſs, and on which a ſolar ray, 
this moment, ſmiles.” 

And, let her ſay with us—“ Charming 
% flowers! Unite now, your moſt delici- 
* ous odours ;—give them to be abſorbed 
4c by that bright ray that darts through 
«the branches of that ſpreading tree. 


Let ber alſo, ſay with us—* Venerable 
« oak! Which haſt ſo long protected and 


25 refreſhed, our flocks with thy ample ſhade ! 
M en 
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* Perhaps, thy firſt branches have done the 


« ſame kind office to the Friend of Nature. 


He, perhaps, might have ſown the acorn 
from whence thou ſprungeſt. Antiquated 
* ſon of earth! Thou doſt ſtill exiſt, but 
« the Friend of Nature is no more ! 


6 Whilſt the perfume of theſe united 
« flowers riſes; whilſt the bees ſuck the 


© honeyed leaves; whilſt the enamoured 


% goldfinch fings his loves, and the lamb 
© extracts balſamic nutriment from the dugs 
« of its fleecy dam; let us give each other 
„ kifles of innocence, and let theſe kiſſes 
„have all that is tender in . and ſincere 
in JO 


May all theſe pleaſures unite in one deli- 


<« cious ſenſation, as the diſtin odours of | 


„ theſe flowers give one entire perfume.— 
« And as this fragrancy exhales into the ſolar 
% ray; ſo may the pure and ſweet ſenſation 
* aſcend, to thee, O ſenſible ſoul'! who in 
* . times beſtowedſt friendly thoughts 
“on us.“ 
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Let us alſo ſay together, —** Benevolent 
* offspring of Heaven ! Univerſal Love! Di- 
* vine breathings, which fill the ſoul with 
c tender ecſtacy, far above the pleaſures of 
* ſenſe! Waft to that Being theſe — 
* of our hearts. 


4 Reunite his wiſhes with ours! Let him 
« once more be intellectually preſent at our 
* ſports, and join with us in the partiali- 
4% ties of Friendſhip, the follies of Love, 
« and all the gay trifles which ſmooth our 
* paſſage through the dream of life.“ 


In this manner do I give a looſe to the 
reveries of imagination in my rural walks, 


_ amidſt the ſmiling objects which ſurround me. 


In theſe happy moments, I ſeem to enjoy 
the pleaſures of the preſent world, together 
with a ſpice of that which is to come; 
at leaſt I ſo flatter myſelf now and then. 


Hope, daughter of Heaven! witneſs of 
in gcenoe and virtue! Art thou not oſten 
2 deceit, 
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à deceit, a ſplendid illuſion, which flies the 
embrace of ſhort-fighted mortals? 5 


Powerful Nature! Innumerable particles 
of matter are quickened by thy enlivening 
breath. From their colliſion, thou formeſt 
millions of beings. The leaſt of theſe, 
though it evade our eye, and be impalpable 
to the touch, is a ſubject of life and love. 
That atom, the mite, has a heart capable 
of the joys of love, and the conſcious plea- 
ſure of its own exiſtence, 

Kind mother of the meaneſt inſet ! and 
Thou! almighty + and everlaſting ' Power, 
who can give life and being to that which is 
not ! wilt thou deſtroy any creature whom 
thy wiſdom has thought worthy of exiſterice ? 


And, O thou! who now art, and, thou 
who hereafter ſhalt be! bleſs the Author 


of life, and, by thy gratitude, deſerve to 


enjoy it. Adore' his Power, hope in his 
Goodneſs, and open thy faculties to receive 


what 
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, 
r 


122 THY FRIEND OF NATURE 

what Nature gives. She ſpreads a ſecret 
charm over this ſcene of mortality. The 
pleaſures ſhe beſtows, though fimple and 
uniform, are ever new. By her irreſiſtible 
inſtinct, all creatures cheriſh their exiſtence,, 
and perform the functions adopted to their 
ſtate. Butterflies court their flowers, and 
ſhepherds their miſtreſſes of the hill or valley. 
Happy nymphs and ſwains ! You taſte the 
pleaſure of true love, and chaunt its praiſe 
in the boſom of uninterrupted innocence ! 


Happy butterflies! You rove without 

conſtraint from flower to flower, and ſip the 
nectareous juice. When I ſee you on that 
new-blown roſe, with wings folded, ſucking 
its balmy ſweets, I would prefer the ſtate 
of a butterfly on his flower, to that of a 
Monarch on his throne, 
Happy alſo, ye little birds! who ſo pret« 
tily pick up -the ſeed in that furrow, after 
the footſteps of the cheerful peaſant, who. 
fings as he meaſures the inverted: glebe. 


; Behold 
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Behold thoſe clouds of inſects, whirling 
26 they riſe, like ſhining duſt! An inſtinct 


of love agitates their delicate frame, and 


runs through every ſenſe. They approach, 
they ſhoot forward, they ſeparate, and 


again unite, till they are loft behind fome 
verdant ſhade, and give birth to a new 
fwarm of their own ſpecies. Thus empires 
and nations flouriſh and diſappear Thus 
do thoſe great luminaries, the fun, moon, 
and ſtars, riſe, ſet, and renew in the im- 
menſity of ſpace ! 


Great Author and Lord of Nature! In 
theſe thy wondrous works, the aſtoniſhed 
mortal beholds the print of an almighty 
hand, tempering irreſiſtible power with 
unſpeakable goodnefs ! Still, thy benevolent 
mind gives life, love, attraction and fym- 
pathy to every rational, brutal, or inani- 
mate being, in the compaſs of thy extenſive 
empire! An empire as inconceivably great 
as the power which rules it ! 


The 
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The ſparks or embrios of theſe faculties 
are ſown in .our hearts; they are felt by 
the ſenſible, and acknowledged by the whole 
human race. They are preſent with the 
inhabitants of earth, air and water; with 
the inviſible animalcules of the 2 
and mineral . 


Ye gaudy flowers ! ſweet tenants of our 
fields and gardens! When you open your 
cups to receive the bright ſun- beams; when 
you find in your boſoms that fruitful 
duſt, that principle of life, which conti- 
nues from - generation to generation, and 
perpetuates your exiſtence under the forms 
and colours which enchant us, do you not 
feel a gentle trembling PIs ag | 
whole frame ? 


All beings are dear to Nature, The 
worm that ſlides over the ſurface, or pe- 
netrates a ſtratum of the earth; the ant, 
who digs a neſt in its bowels; the birds, 

who hold their aſſemblies in the region of 


the 
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the clouds; it is Nature, unerring Nature, 
which convenes them, preſides in their 
councils, and directs all their affairs. 
1 

Whilſt man, with ſquare and compaſs, 
with hammer and ſaw, loaded with levers, 
and other implements, deſigns, erects, or 
deſtroys a uſeleſs monument of vanity or 
ambition, with much coſt, labour and 
ume; the bird builds her neſt, and the bee 
her octagonal cell, without rule, compaſs, 


or expence. Whilſt the ſhip, briſtled with 
maſts, yards and ſails, and, carefully di- 
rected by art, rolls rapidly over the waves, 
er lingers in the calm; the crane and 


ſwallow, unaſſiſted by mathematicks or 


the needle, boldly traverſe extended oceans, 


and, by a route much ſurer than the com- 


paſs can point out, land ſafely in thoſe- 


climates to which inſtin& impels them. 


Preſerving, all-powerful Inftin& ! without 
thy divine teaching, all that breathes would 
periſh, never to be renewed. Thou revealeſt 
thy 
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thy ſecrets to the inſet, and the ele- 
phant; the ſecrets of love and exiſtence ; 
the pains, the dangers, the neceſſities, and 
the pleaſures attendant on their paſſage 
through life. 

The view of Nature, in all her wond- 
rous works; the care of this univerſal 
mother, over her beauteous and manifold 
effepring; touch. my heart with the moſt 
ſympathetic feelings. My eyes, moiſtened 
with tears of love and gratitude, are lifted 
up to the Benevolent Creator. The ſun 
is in the zenith of his celeſtial courſe; I am 
charmed with his ſplendour, and aſtoniſhed 
at his magnitude and immenſe diſtance 
from our world; and cannot forbear ad- 
dreſſing that glorious object of Pagan wor- 
ſhip, in the following words ; 


. HYMN 
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HYMN TO THE SUN, | 

*Reſplendent Orb! whoſe diffuſive, and 
% never-failing rays, illuminate the regions 
« of immeaſurable ſpace ! Celeſtial Lamp! 
« whoſe fires have burned without ceaſing, 
«© before the face of thy Creator, fince the 
* formation of all viſible worlds! Bright 
© Star of Day! the view of thy glories has 
* kindled in my heart the moſt profound 
* reſpet! My thoughts, elevated above 
tt every terrene object, fly upward, and mix 
e with thy pure, thy inexhauſted elemental 
« fire, and even dart into the boſom of thy 
&* maſſive light! There, in the centre of the 
« univerſe, in the heart of the creation, 
&« ſparkling with luminous worlds, my ra- 
« yiſhed ſoul proſtrates itſelf in adoring the 
% mighty Conqueror of chaos, whoſe ſove- 
* reign FIAT produced order from confu- 
ſion, and wonders from non- entity. Then, 
as overcome with a too near and bold ap- 
% proach, I return, to contemplate thy mild- 
er, diſtant glories, from this earthly ſpot, 


«c 
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« O Sun! or by what other name thou 
40 art called by thy Creator! Source of 
& inexhauſtible light Great Parent, and 
« delegated giver of health and life! how 
% numerous are the worlds which roll 
0 round thy immenſe, thy ſhining orb! 
% How many millions who inhabit theſe 


4 ſpheres, baſk in thy beams and rejoice 


« in the bleſſings they beſtow, for whoſe 
* uſe, they ſhall, doubtleſs, be called, 
« one day, to account ! —Happy he! 
% amongſt them, who ſhall have enjoyed 
and communicated to others the benefits 
e thou doſt confer! But woe to the man, 
« who ſhall have deprived a fellow mortal 
« of the leaſt of thoſe gifts, which the 
« Creator. perpetually diffuſes through the 
„medium of thy influence! 


. Bright image of thy great Author! 
Like Him, thou beſtoweſt thy bleſſings 
40 on the whole human race! Like Him, 
e thou doſt conduct the traveller on his 
« journey through this lower world; and, 


« like 


-+ 5 
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„ like Him, in an inferior degree, thou 
« dazzleſt the weak eyes of man. with the 
« ſplendour of thy beauties, as forbidding 
to pry into ſecrets which they are un- 
« worthy to explore! 

* Father of Nature and Love! Both 
* Love and Nature rejoice in thy light, and 
« kindle, from thy vivifying rays, thoſe 
« fires with which the univerſe is impreg- 
« nated, . 


« Parent of Day! Thou diſpelleſt the dark 
% ſhades, with which night envelopes all 
« yifible things! At thy appearance her 
« ſable curtain is withdrawn, and all Na- 
© ture adorned with thy beauty! Thy 
« triumphant fires penetrate her deepeſt ' 
« receſſes, and fertilize every atom of 
« inert and animated matter, 


„ All that vegetate or reſpire, on earth, 
« in air or water, exiſt only by thy influ- 
« ence. Thoſe inſects, indeed, which flut- * 
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% ter in thy light, live but for a moment. 
« They periſh, but thou, continueſt to 
40 ſhine.” 


| Returning from a revery, which dazzles 
my ſenſes, I caſt my eye towards the tran- 
ſparent clouds floating in the atmoſphere, 
under a thouſand ſtrange forms. I then take 
a view of the immovable mountains, that 
have, for ſo many ages, beheld the ſplendour 
of the day, and the dark ſhadows of the 


night paſſing over their tops, whilſt, gene- 


rations of men and animals have ſucceſſively 
ariſen and diſappeared at their feet. * 


On the declivity of theſe hilly regions, a 
charming ſpot offers itſelf to my ſight, and 
recalls the moſt tender ideas to my remem- 
brance. Whilſt thus engaged, I fee the 
wiſe CLEON approach: this worthy ſtranger, 
has, like me, quitted the impertinence of 
crowds, the noiſe of cities, and the buſtle 
of men, to viſit and admire chaſte Nature, in 


her proper abode, © What,” ſays he, en- 


68 gages 


A 
* 
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& gages your ſo fixed attention and regard? 
It is, anſwered I, that lonely manſion which 
appears ſo pictureſque, through a viſta in 
the midſt of thoſe woods, and feems backed 
by a chain of craggy rocks.—You love truth 
and virtue, my dear CLEON ; liſten then to 
the recital I am going to make. 


It was in theſe delightful plains, that the 
fage AR1STEUS paſſed a tranquil life in the 
contemplation of virtue, the ſtudy of nature, 
and the ſearch of truth. From hence, he 
often departed, to inſtru and aſſiſt the 
people of the country round; to inſpire the 
young with the love of virtue and labour, 
and all, with hope and happineſs, 


- His memory is yet dear to the inhabitants, 
who aſſemble in crowds at his tomb. They 
enter the houſe where he dwelt, as the Tem+ 
ple of Virtue. I longed to ſee the place 
where he refided when living, and that 
which now Covers his remains. 


On 
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On my arrival in this ſolitude, the day 
was ſcarce broken; a profound calm reign- 
ed on earth and in air. The leaves hung 
without motion on the trees; animals ſlept ; 
the happy labourer enjoyed the ſweets of 
undiſturbed repoſe. in his homely cot.— 
Whilſt the. cruel and ambitious. are ſeeking 
reſt, the innocent alone enjoy it. 


During this awful. filence, my ſoul fills 
with ſtrong emotions. At length, light iſ- 
ſues from the portals of the eaſt, and the 
ſun comes forth. 


On the front of a rock, illuminated by 
his firſt rays, where reſt the aſhes of Ar1s- 
TEUS, I perceived characters of his hand- 
writing. I read, and ſo forcible was their 
expreſſion, that I almoſt believed it had pro- 
ceeded from his lips. 


Oye! who are diſtracted with vain rea- 


ſoning, and require a prop- to ſupport 


weakneſs 
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weakneſs and incertitude ! Hear the ſenti- 
ments of Axis TREUs! | 


4% 1 have beheld the King of ſtars, the 
4 great Fountain of light, riſe every morning, 
de at a preciſe moment, in which he has 
« never failed, ſince the creation of the 
« Univerſe. I alſo have ſeen the celeſtial 
«« ſpheres, rolling their immenſe orbits, in 
«. 2 regulated courſe, through the regions 
« of incommenſurable ſpace. I have ſeen 
&{ millions of beings governed by various in- | 
« ſtincts, and fulfiling the ends of the crea- | 
« tion; 'and man, as their chief, walking | 
alone, in the path of moral re&itude. I | 55 
* then ſaid, ſurely there is order in the | e I 

| 

| 


* univerſe ; and the human heart is reple- 
*« niſhed with the ſeeds of juſtice and 
6% tes ff {dw  afotind 
The Power which has eſtabliſhed this | 

« order, by his mighty fiat, and maintains it i 
% by his ſovereign will, has given a rule il 
af conduct to man, which, for more | 

| « certain 
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« certain obſervance, he has written on his 
« heart. 


“ All things obey this rule of order. The 
« eternal vortex, which contains the rudi- 
ments of being; the parent of ſeaſons, 
« and the various movements of all the 
« worlds, turns continually round, by 
« virtue of its law; bringing creatures into 
** exiſtence, to ſenſibility, to underſtanding, 


© to a ſtate of comparative perfection, ca - 
6 pable of further improvement. 


« There is a rational intelligent being, 
t that may arrive at perfection, though 
* liable to impreſſions of good or evil, as 
*« the will and paſſions direct. 


© The quantity, by which the good ſur- 
« paſſes the evil, with reſpect to ſuch a 
© being, is the exact meaſure of the good 
« he has deſerved. The exceſs of evil over 
the good, is the meaſure of the contrary. : 


60 In 
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In the moral or phyſical orders, there 
can be no effect without an adequate cauſe. 
* Such would, nevertheleſs, be a portion 
of the reward, or puniſhment, as ſhould 
« exceed that of good or evil, merited 
„ by a moral agent in the performance 
of his duty! 


© On this principle, which is founded. 
on juſtice and the ſpirit of all religions, 
* the happineſs experienced by every man, 
<*© ſhould be in proportion to his virtue; and 
his miſery, in proportion to his vice. 
Such is the immutable order of morality 
<< and juſtice ! | 


Aſſured of theſe truths, AziSTEUS en- 
graved them on a ſtone, after ſtamping them 
deeply on the hearts of men. 


In ancient times, the chief prieſts, as de- 
Politaries of wiſdom, and jealous defenders 
of its intereſts, concealed. truth under the 
Form of fiction, and hieroglyphic obſcurity, - 

F They 
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They ſecretly adored the God of Nature, 
whilft they appeared to offer incenſe to idols, 
in preſence of à ſtupid multitude. 


Thkir wifdom, however, was erroneous. 
The true ſage will not pollute his hands with 
a ſacrifice of perjury and falſchood. He 
knows no double dealing; he ſeeks truth and 
virtue, and having found them, hides no 
part, but expoſes the whole to the broad 
view of mankind. "Ar1STEUs would fee 
them ſhine and Uiffuſe like the ſun's light. 
He would have every child of man to be 
inſtigated by virtue, and enlightened by 
truth, | 


Truth and reaſon flowed like honey from 
his lips. At his approach the paſſions were 
calmed. The aged ſmiled, and the youth 
quitted their amuſements to welcome his in- 
ſtruction. | 


His anſwers to ſuch queſtions as they 
propoſed, were the dictates of modeſty and 
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wiſdom. It once happened, that a full 
grown man aſked rules for his conduct in- 
life. Conſult your. conſcience,” replied- 
he, your reaſon, and then a& as both: 
« ſhall adviſe.” But reaſon is ſometimes 
obſcured by paſſion, and weakened by. 
prejudice. Then, it is no longer reaſon, 
and that man ſuffers degradation, who loſes 
it through his own fault. He is as unworthy 
of doing good, as incapable of chooſing it. 
Why are we mortals, ſo frail, ſo vicious, 
and perverſe? God could have created us: 
both good and juſt; | HS 


You would, that God had made. man 
juſt by nature, or neceſſity, But that 
would have been impoſſible with reſpect 
to a being at its commencement, for no 
creature acting by neceſſity can be account- 
ed good or juſt; Divine goodneſs” and juſ- 
tice excepted, there is-no other, but what: 
proceeds from the freedom of choice and 
the-- ſpontaneous. exerciſe of a regulated 
Suppoling 


— 
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Suppoſing that God had made a being 
good and juſt; ſuch goodneſs and juſtice 
would not belong to that being,. but to God 
alone. How then could he recompenſe that 
being, for acts performed by neceſſity, and 
for qualities, not his own ? 


The great Author of Nature, and Sove- 
reign of the Univerſe, who governs all things- 
with irreſiſtible power, could well have 
ſubjected our hearts to his divine will, But 
. liberty was requifite to the moral world, 
without which, there would be neither 
merit, or demerit ; puniſhment or recom- 


penſe. 


The free-will of man, is the greateſt 
wonder in the creation: the higheſt effect 
of power, is to produce being from non- 
entity: the higheſt act of wiſdom, to have 
rendered him capable of yirtue.—You ſpeak 
of God, Ar1STEUS; but that glorious eſſence, 
is ſo far removed from us, that man can - 
not ſee or comprehend him ! 


True, 
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True, replied the philoſopher; but what 
would you ſay, if thoſe inſects which crawl 
under our feet, were to obſerve the celeſtial 
bodies, mark their courſes, and meaſure 
their diſtances, and frame hypotheſes of 
their magnitude, like our experienced aſ- 
tronomers? Think you not that the order 
of Nature would be ſtrangely violated ? 
Could we, therefore, behold the face of the 
Deity, as we do that of the ſun, the whole 
moral ſyſtem would be deſtroyed. ot 

ere the man of underſtanding pauſes 
a'while, muſing thereupon, then thus cries 
out: „ 'OxDER INCREATE ! INVISIBLE 
„ FiR3T CAUSE! MOVER, AND GOVERNOR 
© OF THE UNIVERSE! Thy eternity, thy 
&: eſſence; thy infinitude, are inacceffible to 
« our 'utmoſt reach of faculty! A certain 
« proof of thy unerring wiſdom. If thy 
© truth and other divine attributes ſhould 


«© be manifeſt in their full extent, man, | 
6 raviſhed with ' continual extacy of love 


e and aſtoniſhment, would be incapable of 
Alls „ his 
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4 his deſtined taſk ; or the functions of life, 
« whilſt on earth. But ſuppoſing that the- 
calls of nature and humanity, ſhould be- 
©« at any time ſtrong enough to remind him 
« of his duty, the impreſſion of thoſe: di- 
vine objects would draw him ſo forceably 


* to good, as to en him of the merit 
of virtue. 


Rut if thou concealeſt, great God, thy 
& eſſence from mankind, thou thereby doſt 
„ ſhew forth thy juſtice, and thy power. 


My cyes:ſhall never behold the wonders 
« of Nature in vain. I admire the incon- 
% ceivable extent and magnificence of thy 
< heavens: I bleſs thee for the fruitfulneſs 
4 of thy earth: 1 adore thy goodneſs, in 
<- thankful enjoyment of its benefits. In 
the courſe. of thoſe evils, which all are 
„ doomed more or leſs to endure, I revere 
« thy inſcrutable deſigns, and thy ways, 
« paſt finding out; and I offer, with filial 
* confidence in thy mercy and truth, my 
& evils,. 
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„ evils, and ſubmiſſion, om the altar of thy 
'« juſtice, My ſoul retires, as it were, into 
A the ſecret chamber of inward contempla- 
4 tion, and my whole being is ſwallowed 
„ up in the immenſity of that ſource, from 
c whence it has received life and exiftence, 
4 Tn theſe acts of ſelf-abaſement, I find a 
hope, that conſoles me, amidſt the. evils 

„incident to every child of man.“ 


Thus did the Friend of Wiſdom enlighten 

thoſe who ſought his inſtructions. He pre- 
fented them with truths; ſometimes in the 
fublime and beautiful; ſometimes, under 
eaſy and familiar emblems, ſuited to their 
tempers and capacities. 


The youth diſcuſſed ſeveral indiſereet 

points relative to the nature and exiſtence 
of God. Their imagination was obſcured; 

theirreaſon wandered : Ar1STEUSs recovered 
them by the following Apologue: 


— 00S 


A multitude 
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A multitude of ſmall wood-worms, whe 

had juſt taken up their quarters in the 
groove of -a clock-caſe, ſurveyed. the im- 
menſe machine with eyes of aſtoniſhment. 
*Fhe regular vibrations. of the pendulum, 
and conſtant motion of the wheels, e- 
cited an extreme curioſity to know the 
cauſe. They ſearched diligently, but 
found it not. They were however certain, 
that the wheels did not form or place them- 
Lelves in that admirable order, and that ſo 
exact a movement muſt have been the work 
of ſome intelligent being, to whoſe abſo- 
lute exiſtence they gave entire credit, with- 
out troubling themſelves about the manner, 
zor the means he had employed in forming 
the clock. Soon after, they became deſirous 
of knowing when, and how it was made. 
They at length found certain learned wood - 
worms in their own community, who re- 
lated the hiſtory of its origin, as told by 
the clock-maker himſelf, who appeared to 
them in the figure of a majeſtic worm. 
Preſently. every tribe has its peculiar biſto- 
| | rian, 
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Tian, and without doubting the clock-gia- 


Xer's veracity, each built the machine, as 
fancy ſuggeſted. 


Theſe different opinions excited the moſt 
bloody quarrels from one end of the groove 
to the other. There then aroſe certain 
bold wood-worms, who, net content with 
overturning all theſe idle ſyſtems, proceeded 
even to deſtroy the exiſtence of the clock- 
maker, only becauſe they could not con- 
ceive the nature of the materials, and the 
primary qualities of his work; and, to 
ſupport their abſurd notions, they affirmed, 
that the clock was never . but exiſted 
from eternity. 


Others pretend, that mere chance, by 
agitating certain ferruginous particles, or 
mdivifible atoms, which fortuitouſly meet 
and jumble together, and at length ſettle; of 
their own accord, into certain ſubſtantial 
forms, agreeable to their nature, is- ws 
origin of the clock. 
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When aſked, Who gave motion to this 
machine? They reply, that ſuch motion 
is eſſential to the matter of which it 
is compoſed, That one wheel muſt neceſ- 
ſarily turn in a horizontal, and another in 
à vertical direction. But the more ſenſible 
wood-worms:reje& all vain ſyſtems that at- 
tack the -exiſtence, wiſdom, and power of 
the clock-maker; perceiving that every mem- 
ber of the machinery has its peculiar - move- 
ment, all conſpiring to the ſame end. They 
firmly believe, that "ſome intelligent artiſt 
has contrived and-exeeuted the work, not 

out of vanity or oſtentation, but for certain 

wiſe and benevolent purpoſes. They cannot, 
indeed, gueſs to what end; but conclude, 
that no one thing in nature, not excepting a 
wood - worm, was made in-vain. 


AnisrEus loved the youths, and delighted 
to lead them into the paths of virtue His 
inſtructions, however, could not keep pace 
with his zeal for their welfare, but his bene vo- 
lence comprehended the whole of mankind. 
| With 
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With extended arms, and eyes lifted up to- 
Heaven, he often thus addreſſed the Deity. 


«© O! THOU SUPREME AND ETERNAL 
* RULER OF THE UNIVERSE ! thy hands 
* have formed man, for thy glory and his 
„ own happineſs! but thy quſtice demands, 
« that he ſhould merit thy benevolent de- 
e ſigns in his favour, by a free and vir- 
<4 tuous choice of that which is agreeable 
to thee. Can this precious liberty be 
the inſtrument of that felicity? Can he 
„make uſe. of reaſon and conſcience, and 
+ be directed as they ſhall -infpire:? Yes, 
Lord! he: can. By conſulting: Reaſon 
„ and Nature, his heart muſt: open to re- 
% ceive the moſt vigorous impreſſions of 
« juſtice and truth! 


% The cruel tyrant ſhall break his iron 
e ſceptre ; the bloody afſaſlinsſhall fall at the 
« feet of humanity, and the malicious calum- 
 <©. niator,, and falſe accuſer, retract their im · 
2 _—_ and ſue, to injuredinnocence, for 


66 pity | 
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*© pity and pardon, The wicked ſhall reform 
«© and do homage to virtue. Fanaticiſm, 
« ſuperſtition and error, ſhall abjure their 
<*- tenets, and acknowledge the prevalence of 
* Divine Truth; whilſt their former crude 
% notions fly, like the ideal ſpectres of a 
„% gloomy night, before the face of day. 
„% Man thall behold in man his brother 
© and fellow being, made by the ſame al- 
% mighty Hand. A brother, whom he ought 
(© to love, and affiſt, to the extent of his 
, faculties. In God, he will acknowledge, 
an indulgent Father; a kind Maſter, a fove- 
« reign Ruler, a powerful Protector. Then, 
Great Lord! wilt thou behold tby crea- 
tures as objects worthy thy paternal re- 
4 gard. | | Mev | 


* 


% HasTEN, O Lonxp! theſe happy times 
of light and peace ! when truth fhall ſhine 
« without a cloud; WHEN ALL MANKIND 
„ -$HALL BE DRAWN TOWARDS EACH OTHER 
% BAY CORDS OF LOVE AND BENEVOLENCE 3 
© when Nature, thus regenerated, ſhall beget 
4 bhes © new 
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* new generations in. her fruitful womb, 
* who, attracted by thy love, ſhall march 
from world to world, up to the ſummit 


of creation, and ſhall chaunt the praiſes - 


of Thee, their beneficent author, for ever 
« and ever.“ 


Such were the petitions daily addreſ- 
ſed by Axis rzus to the Sovereign Being. 
The day of his death he made the follow- 
ing prayer. 


„ OMx1ieoTENT Go! in whoſe divine 


«6, perſon irreſiſtible power and inconceivable | 


4 goodneſs are eſſentially united. Thou 
e haſt ee. me with exiſtence, and en- 
5 duced me with the glorious faculty of rea- 
« ſon; a portion of thy own nature! 
% FaTuex or Maxx ip! Thou haft 
„ glven me a being by thy will, but 
* would that I ſhould act by my own. 


$6 I e that my exiſtence is of thee, 


% and 


— 
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« and that the good or ill I have done, 
« jg entirely of myſelf. | 


© MosT mMERCIFUL Gop! blot out 
« from thy remembrance, thoſe acts of my 
« fife, which my heart diſapproves. Thou 
© knoweſt, that this feeble heart delighted 
« in virtue; thou knoweſt, that it loved, 
« honoured, and adored thy divine perfon, 
* and revered thy incomprehenſible Nature. 


« TusrT Gor! I have followed after 
& equity; 1 have practiſed charity and be- 
* nevolence; I have pardoned offences; I 
* have cloathed and fed the naked and 
* hungry; I have conſoled the afflicted. 
Hear me! Hear them, O Lord! They 
ve pray that the good I have done them, 
may be recompenſed by Thee 


« FokGtvx, O Lord! As 1 have forgiven 
4 others, ſo do thou pronounce pardon fo 
« thy creature. As I have ſhewn pity to 
„the unhappy, to the miſerable, ſhow now 

« thy 
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e thy mercies to me! I am in thy hands; 
& diſpoſe of me as thy wiſdom ſhall think 
66 fit.“ 


on concluding this recital, CLEON re- 
plied, I have travelled,” ſaid he, for 
inſtruction, but never did I yet hear ſuch 
< fimple and ſublime principles, as thoſe of 
© ARISTEUS. All he ſpeaks of good and 
c“ evil, of rewards and puniſhments, and 
© the immutable order eſtabliſhed in the 
„ Univerſe, ſhould ſtrike every man who 


„ makes uſe of his reaſon. He ſhould ſay 


© to himdelf, all my actions are in the ba- 
© lance, and weighed for eternity. 

© MiSERABLE TyRANT! Thy cruelties 
„ and injuſtice will for ever hang like a 
© milſtone about the neck of thy remorſe- 
N leſs ſoul. 
46 UNCHARITABLE RICH Man! The poor 
&© whom thou haſt defrauded, ſhall perpe- 


4 tually reproach thee with thy gold, thy 


. 4 pleaſures, 
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etc pleaſures, thy luxury, or thy avarice, 

e and the miſery which thou refuſedſt to 
44 relieve. 

% Uxjusr AND CRUEL CONQUEROR! 
« The blood of the victims whom thou haft 
< ſacrificed to vain glory, ſhall for ever run 
% down thy furrowed 'viſage, gaſhed with 
et the murderous laurels of voluntary ho- 
4 micide; and with deſpairing eyes, ſhalt _ 
© thou behold humble virtue and ſpotleſs 
4 innocence, crowned with honour, and 
"& rejoicing in felicity ; whilſt thy brow 
< lowers with envy, and thy cheek reddens 
e with guilty:ſhame and everlaſting confu- 
<6 fon 


„ The prayers of Axis TEVUs,“ continued 
*CLEON, © ſhew the emotions of a tender 
= heart, and breathe a love of order and 
% humanity. His laſt, in particular, proves 
-66 the confidence with which a juſt man may 
C rely, even at the verge of life, on the 
: | * mercy 
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© mercy- of his Creator, who will ſurely 
4 reward him.“ 


None, replied I, was more convinced than 
Akisrzus, of the Being of a Gop, and the 
immortality of a human ſoul. He conſoled 
virtuous thinkers who doubted of theſetruihs. 
He bewailed their blindneſs, and endeavoured 
to inſpire them with that faith, which was 
their chief good on earth. © Powerful Gon 
* of Nature! and Author of Reaſon?” ſaid 
he, „I now-invoke Thee! Let all who 
& love virtue, know that thou doſt exiſt, and 
that the univerſe was not formed by a con- 
&, courſe of atoms, but by thy ſovereign'hand! 
© That a fortuitous'dancing of the elements, 
& has not lighted thy glorious lamps, which 
* have continued to inuminate a thouſand 
& dark worlds fince the creation of all things. 
&« Acquaint them, that matter; though ani- 
cc mated by a divine breath, could never have 
& produced a ſingle virtue; and that, that 
<« very virtue, which wiſe men reverence, and 
god men practiſe, would be but an empty 

5 1 © name, 


= AY LEI 
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© name, if there were not a Supreme Go- 
« vernor to reward it. Let them alſo 
c know, that the inviſible hand, which has 
c impreſſed on them the reſpectable cha- 
& racter of manhood, could never confound 
& the benevolent, the charitable, and the 
« virtuous, who love and practiſe goodneſs, 
« with the wicked, who hate, and revile 


66 = 


Attached to theſe ſalutary truths, by 
which man | is rendered wiſer, and better, 
the Friend of Humanity, taught them with 
diligence, and defended them with zeal. 
To an obſtinate ſceptic who rejected proofs 


of a God, drawn from the wonders of 


Nature, he thus ſpoke ;z—— 


: 44 The moſt perfect Harmony and Ox DER 
« reign in the expanſe of heaven, which 
4 you behold, glittering with millions of 
* Jucid worlds, that illuminate the dark 
* abyſſes of inconceivable ſpace, Millions 
& of creatures rejoice in exiſtence, and bleſs 

66 the 
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« the great Author of life and happineſs. 
« A fertile earth miniſters to our wants, | 
and furniſhes a thouſand means of gra- 
« tifying us with innocent pleaſures. Now, 
can you ſuppoſe, that this harmony, this 
© benevolent ſyſtem, was formed and eſtab- 
“ liſhed by ſuch a non-entity as chance? 
© Could chance animate matter? or confer 
* the extraordinary gifts of -reaſon, me- 
% mory, will, and underſtanding? On the 
principle, that there is no God, this then 
« ſhould be the argument of ſuch folly ; 
« There is no order in Nature; a thouſand 
&« ill- formed globes roll, pell mell, againſt 
% each other in the regions of fpace; all 
© creatures abhor their exiſtence, volunta- 
« rily ſeek deſtruction, and curſe the author 
& of their being. Therefore there is a God, 
* intelligent, powerful, and everlaſting 


« who has made, and ſupports the univerſe ; 
* —the lover of harmony and preſerver of 
« order, 


« grant,“ 
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„ I grant,“ replied CLEON, “ that to a 
% happy obſerver, the harmony which exiſts 
„in the moral and phyſical worlds, may 
e excite the moſt pleaſing ſentiments and 
« ideas of confidence and admiration. But 
© can a man, who is the ſport of fortune, 
„ and the butt at whom adverſity ſhoots 
* its keeneſt darts, view things in the ſame 
„fight? Can he behold the leaſt beauty or 
* good order, in a proſpect which yields 
him nothing but pain and grief? 


1 The moral and phyſical evils may, 
« indeed, ſuggeſt to the ignorant and incon- 
e fiderate, ſome doubts of the exiſtence of 
an over-ruling Power, or at leaſt, of his 
« juſtice, The earth is convulſed, gapes 
% horribly wide, and, ſwallows up whole 
” cities, with their inhabitants, in a bottom- 
e leſs gulph. The air becomes infected, 
and ſpreads plagues, and peſtilence, from 
«« pole to pole. The diſturbed elements 
© rage, and make fierce, deſtructive, and 
« jrxeſiſtible war with mankind, and with 


« each 
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„ each other. Envy, malice, ignorance and 
« ſuperſtition, are let looſe againſt the moſt 
« ſhining talents, the moſt perfect inno- 
* cence, and the moſt conſutnmate virtue. 
Well may the innocent cry out in the 
* midſt of theſe calamities, Are fuch the 
% works of a juſt God?” No— there is 
nothing but final annihilation for the 
virtuous man, who has borne the evils- of 
life with exemplary patience.—Either there 
is no God, or he muſt be unjuſt, —Againft 
whom, both Nature and mankind ſhould 
rather combine by ſtifling within themſelves, 
all traces of future exiſtence; they ſhould 
even lay violent hands on their fellow 
- mortals, and put a ſpeedy end to preſent 
human miſery. But if, on- the contrary, 
there be a very different economy in the 
univerſe ;—if innocence and virtue, after 


theſe tranſitory ſufferings, ſhall triumph, 


and be crowned with honour in a ſtate of 


* bleſſed immortality; what praiſes are due 


to him, who thus prepares man for the en- 
| | Jjoyment 
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joyment of eternal happineſs, by proving 
his virtue ? 


The road to this felicity is open to all; 
moral inſtinct points it out, conſcience con- 
ducts us on the way, and juſtice aſſures the 
reality of the recompenſe. IAN 
- The adverſities which the wiſe encounter 
on their journey through life, may be com- 
pared to thoſe dramatic ſcenes, wherein the 
hero of the piece arrives at the ſummit of 
his wiſhes, after a number of croſs incidents, 
which ſerve to heighten the cataſtrophe, 
and render his triumph more intereſting to 
the audience, and endearing to himſelf, 
The efforts of envy and the darts of malice, 
do him no laſting injury ; but are the very 
means by which he is conducted to honour 
and happineſs. We admire an author who 
thus cloſes his drama, and, after proving 
virtue, as it were, to the quick, heals her 
wounds, loads her with carefſes, and 
places her on a throne, rendered more il- 

luſtrious 
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luſtrious by the difficulties which led to it. 
And we are always repining at the momen- 
tary evils of a ſhort life, when we ſhould 
rather conſider them as ſo many ſteps of a 
ladder, by which we may mount to the 
regions of everlaſting felicity, | 


Were there not, my dear CLEoxn, ſome 
future reward for preſent ſuffering virtue, 
what a world muſt our's appear to be ! How 
cruel and unjuſt it's author! 


If all being ſhould be reſolved into non-ex- 
iſtence, the tyrant, the oppreſſor, and the 
beneficent, would have one common lot; 
vice and virtue would be confounded, and - 
by whom? Great God! by Thee ! who haſt 
deeply engraven the horror of crime, and 
the love of virtue, on the inmoſt tablet 
of our hearts ! 


Far be, from us, my dear CIO, ſuch 
impious thoughts! There is, 3 a 
; f God, 
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Gon, unchangeable in juſtice, in merey, in 
wiſdom, and in truth. 


1 Athciſt! If there be really ſuch, 1 reject, 


as well as you, the ridiculous: fables of 
divine ſpectres, and fantaſtic beings, whom 


fear or madneſs have ſuggeſted. Do you 
then acknowledge, with me, that ONE in- 
telligent Power, who. governs the univerſe,—: 
This power is Gon. Conſider his works, 
and then aſk Nature and your own heart, if 
vou dare, whether he, who made man capa- 
ble of beholding the wonders of his creation, 
of loving his goodneſs, of adoring his infi- 
nity, and. of being. grateful for. his bene- 


fits, could. poſſibly have deſigned him as 


the ſport of fortune and caprice, to be an- 
nibilated,. at the period of life, to all eter - 
nity-2 


I leave you now, ſaid CLEoON ; I go to 
meditate, in filence,:.on.theſe Divine Truths. 
| He departed, and I, my heart filled with the 
moſt affecting remembrances, continue to 
* obſerve 
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-obſerve the ſcenes where Aus rEus lived; 
and died, then caſt a tender look on the ob- 
jects that ſurround me. 


Amongſt the plants advancing towards ma- 
turity, I perceive an almond covered with 


2 little earth, and beginning to ſprout. I 


am touched with its delicacy, and reflecting 
on my own frail exiſtence, thus ſay : This 
ſprig will take root, it will rife a trembling 
rod, ſhaken to and fro by the winds. It 


will then ſhoot” out tender branches, and 


form a complete tree to delight man witlt 
its bloſſoms, and refreſh him with its 
fruit. It will be nouriſhed through-life, by 
the juices of the earth, and its death will 
return to the fame earth, the matter whereof 
it was made; its duſt, like my own, will be 
ſcattered in the elements, to form other 
bodies, or vegetate in other plants, 


But, of what uſe is the ſubſtance of that 
 craggy rock? a confuſed heap of petrified 
8 Nn clay, 


- 3: 
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clay, and mutilated ſhells ?—In theſe once 


vegetable beings, flowed a juice, which ſup- 
ported the life of trees, and crowned them 


with delicious fruits. Theſe ſhells were 


either cradles in which the infantine animals 
of the ſea have been rocked, or aſylums to 
which they retreated at a more advanced 
age, | PE 


+ Theſe ruins reſpire, live, and vegetate, 
under new forms; and the moſs which 
covers them, is a garden, well ſtored with 
plants and animals, for their AR 
and GPs | 


| Sitting down 'on that rock, buffetted by 
the waves, and mutilated by time, I rumi- 
nate on the wondrous viciſſitudes and revo- 
lations of our earth: —I hear the roaring of 
the ocean, which rolls its rifing ſurges 


above hills, gilt by the ſun's rays. I ſee the 


ſprightly dolphin leap, and the nautilus run 
 a-head under its native fail. And in thoſe 


deep caverns, the haunts of whales, I ſee 


the 
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the innocent e eee ne, in the 
ſhade. 
wks 

- There,—to my penfive thought, a wide 
deſert extends its dreary ſurface, - topped 
with disjointed rocks, encruſted with flint 
and the ſpoils of winter floods. On theſe 
decaying mountains, ſome infulated peaks 
ariſe, as melancholy witneſſes of their former 
height and venerable antiquity. Time, 
reſting on theſe ruins,. ſeems to proclaim to 
man, proud of the monuments of his an- 
ceſtors, =HERE STOOD THE MOUNTAINS, 


, AND HERE THEY ARE INTERRED, 


Above the ſummits of theſe mighty hills, 
I ſee ſharp and ſpiral crags ariſe, on whoſe 


| bleak tops are formed, and increaſed from 


1 . 
FA I 5 9 if 8 


age to age, thoſe dazzling maſſes of fnow, 
and ice, whoſe elevation and magnitude 
render them impervious to the ſun's rays. 
They feel not his influence, and defy his 
power, $2 

What 
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What hollow and rumbling noiſe, like fub- 
terranean thunders, aſſaults my ear! The 
earth trembles, rocks, rolls, nndulates, opens, 
and its parting fides diſcover abyſſes unfa- 
thomable, ,and-horrid } Men, animals, trees, 
towns, palaces and cots, are ingulphed in 
the hideous vortex ; and freſh generations in- 
habit the ruins of the former. Iſlands diſ- 
appear, whilſt new ones riſe from the boſom - 
of the ocean. Some volcanos are extinguiſh- 
ed, and others blaze out. Torrents. of burning 
lava, overſpread the fields; and man plants 
the vine, the olive and the palm-tree, on the 
cold ſtratum of theſe once-liquid fires. The 
ground ſhakes again, and men, with their plan- 
tations, ſink together, in the opening gulph. 

But war, ſtill more terrible than volcanos, 
deſtroys with fire and ſword; and levels 
nations, cities, arts and ſciences, in one 
common ruin, From its devouring boſom, 
iſſue r and murder; and fell deſpotiſm, 
crowned with a plumed caſque, and bear- 

ö . ing 
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ing in its hand a ſword, ſtained with blood, 
fits proudly on heaps of dead and dying fel- 
low- creatures. The infernal tyrant ftrikes, 


+ cruſhes, and lays. every thing proſtrate at 


his feet. He then, in. his turn, ſhakes, tum- 
bles, and is buried under the ruins of his 
abhorred and mercileſs throne. 


A brave and generous people flouriſh 

under the ſtandard of a wiſe government, | 
and a free conſtitution, The earth ſeems. 
renewed by their triumphant hands. A na- 


tion, oppreſſed by tyranny and debaſed by 


ſervitude, bend under the galling yoke. They 
paſs in a decrepid ſtate to the rule of new 
maſters, and at length diſappear in the 
duſt of time. 


There—in the dark bofom of foreſts, which 
once oyerſpread the face of the country, 
the antient oaks, the caves, the rocks, re- 
ſounded with the lying oracles of pagan 
impoſture. Error propagated and begat 
gods of various orders and degrees; victim 

a | « | bled, 
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bled, and the entrails of innocence ſmoaked 
before their altars. Ignorant and infatuated 
Prieſts, chanted the wiſdom and juſtice of 
theſe imaginary beings; and Pontiffs, ven- 
tured to diſpute the points of dignity and 
prerogative, with the mighty rulers of the 
day-—The daggers. of ſuperſtition and fana- 
ticiſm glittered around idols of wood and 
ſtone. Syſtems, religions, empires, and laws 
_ roſe, and were ſucceeded by others. 


- Amidft this chaos of the moral and intel- 
lectual worlds, my diſtracted mind ſeeks eaſe, 
in its reſearches after truth. I invoke the 
Gop of Nature“ liſten—I hear, as if tranſ- 
ported to former ages, the grateful hymns, 
the ſolemn worſhip paid by the firſt race of 
mankind, to the benevolent Creator. I hear 
Nature dictate her inerring precepts. ©** BE 
Just, BE- GOOD, BE MERCIFUL ! BE ALL 
© YOU CAN, AND YOU SHALL BE HAPPY !”? 
The wiſe man "lays; up theſe holy laws 
in the treaſury of his heart, He purſues the 

AX 8 | plain 
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plain path of juſtice, and finds his reward 
in the peaceful enjoyment of all that Nature 
can beſtow; on the contrary, the ſenſeleſs 
multitude are deaf to her voice, and even ſtifle 
any virtuous emotions derived from the foun- 
tain of truth. The depraved man, diſdain- 
ing to partake of the good things, which his 
native ſoil offers in abundance, dares to tra- 
verſe unknown ſeas, to rob the people of 
diſtant lands; carrying from clime to clime, 
vices, ſlavery, devaſtation and death, 


Whilſt man thus ravages the earth, it 
travels between the tropics, and turning 
every day on its axis, purſues its annual 
courſe around the ſun. It is clothed with 
waters, foreſts, deſerts, harveſts, flowers and 
verdure. Calm and tempeſt, ſummer and 
winter, day and night, alternately ſmile or 
frown, as they ſucceed each other in paſſing 
over its ſurface, Unruly elements declare' 
war, and diſpute the empire of the air and 
ſeaſons in its territories, All things change, 
but order, immutable order, remains fixed as 
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the pillars of Heaven, Like a wiſe mo- 
narch, it fits quietly on the delegated throne, 
and rules and reigns over every viciſſitude, 
whoſe exceſſes it reſtrains, and whoſe action 
it direQs, preſerving the equilibrium of na- 
ture, regulating the movement of the earth, 
and the revolution of the celeſtial orbs. 


My ſoul, refined and ſublimated by the 
contemplation of theſe wonderful objects, 
falls proſtrate in filence, before their Crea- 
tor, whoſe mighty fiat produced regularity 
from confuſion, and exiſtence from nothing. 
I adore the Gon of order; and my ſoul 
ſeems to die to ſhrink into annihilation, be- 
fore the Omnipotent Sovereign of heaven, 
earth, and millions of worlds, rolling in the 
immenſity of ſpace. But, away wit!: that 
impious thought! Revere virtue, and avoid, 
for the future, ſach horrid applications to 
thyſelf. | 


'Confider, that he who has lived in vain, 
is blotted from the book of life ; that he, 
| « who 


* 
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who has committed evil, muſt expiate by 
ſuffering; but the juſt man ſhall ariſe, re- 
newed and be happy, in a never-ending ftate 
of glorious exiſtence, 


Unchangeable Being! who holdeft the 
balances of good and evil in thy mighty 
hands! Who, from the higheſt heaven, 
poureſt the bitterneſs of remorſe, and the 
grace of repentance, into the heart of the 
finner, and hope into that of the juſt! Great 
Ruler of Nature! Thou doſt permit ſome 

feeble rays to ſhine on poor mortals, from 
the effulgency of that abode, where truth 


and juſtice, in union with thee, for ever reign !. 
But Nature, whom thy hand has adorned: 
with ſo much beauty, continually attracts 


our regards, and wins our hearts. 


Stars! Sun! and immenſurable vault of 
heaven's expanſe ! my ſoul is elevated, en- 


larged, aggrandized, in contemplating your 
wonders ! | | 
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Great Ocean ! fertile Earth ! Mountains, 
Hillocks, Rivers, and Meadows ! I view you 
with aſtoniſhment and delight ! 


Smiling flowers! gaudy butterflies! in- 
duſtrious bees! amorous birds! tender 
children of Nature ! Your delicious odours, 
your innocent pleaſures, penetrate my heart, 
and inſpire congenial ſenſations. I refpire, 
I live—I vegetate with you.—How RA- 
VISHING THESE EMOTIONS! HOW CALM! 
HOW CONSOLING: ARE THESE DELIGHTS ! 


OmnieOTENT POWER! who filleſt my ſoul 
with theſe pure, theſe tranſporting ſenſations. - 
Thou! who unfoldeſt the embrios of life, and 
happineſs, in every point of indeterminate 
ſpace! and thou, GREAT NaTvuRE, mother 
of mankind, and daughter of the moſt High ! 
receive my profoundeſt homage ! Thou art 
the gracious, permanent effect of his wiſdom _ 
and power, the organ of his juſtice, and 
the inſtrument of his mercy ! 


All 
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All things reſpire in thy boſom, from 
which, as from a fruitful womb, they come 


forth to inſtinct and exiſtence, Thy kind, 


thy comprehenſive arms, embrace the whole 
world, and thy wings overſhadow and pro- 
tect the birds of the air, the beaſts of the 
foreſt, and the fiſnes of the ſea. Inſpired 
by thy genial warmth, they unite, they mul- 
tiply, and each day gives birth to a new, and. 


0 living world. 


- Whilſt legions of beings are receiving 
organs, inſtincts, cloathing, and perfection, 
at thy. bountiful. hand; and fulfil the laws 
of their exiſtence : whilſt man, walking by 
the light of reaſon, purſues the bright paths 
of moral reQitude, thou loadeſt the earth 
with harveſts, herbs, and flowers; and the 
trees with delicious fruits, for the ſuſtenance 
and pleaſure of all. 


. 


Sometimes, thou ſpreadeſt a magnificent 
ſcarf, formed of thoſe ever-changing clouds 
which bound our horizon, painted. by num» 
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berleſs refractions of the ſun's rays. Again, 
thou collecteſt them in a condenſated group, 
to ſhed fertility on our fields. The waters 
of heaven refreſh the mountains, the mea- 
dows, and corn lands; invigorating the 
feed, and meliorating the barren ſoil. 


Animals come forth from their retreats, 
to breathe a new air; man lifts up his grate- 
Ful eyes to heaven, for the ſeaſonable refreſh- 
ment, and thou ſhoweſt him thy bow of 
many colours, magnificently ſtretched in the 
immenſe vault of heaven, thy royal arch, 
whoſe various beauties, the ſun burniſhes 
with his fineſt gold, to adorn this Diadem of 

me earth. 


Sailing on the boſom of the air, hanging 
in the midſt of worlds, our globe beholds 
the bright ſtar of day, the pale ruler of 
night, the ſigns of heaven, and the conſtel- 
lations thereof, performing their wondrous 
journey; whilſt itſelf, imperceptibly, de- 
feribes the eternal circle of day and night, 

5 ſeaſons 
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empire 


It verges towards the eaſt, and preſents to 
the ſun's view, vaſt oceans, ſtudded with 


innumerable iſlands, gulphs, bays, and 
continents without bounds; their kingdoms, 
empires, and inhabitants, who, in a thou- 
ſand different modes and languages, worſhip 
the Divinity unknown. 


AND THOU, bright Queen of the univerſe! 
Thou wafteſt to heaven the incenſe of man- 
kind, and wiſheſt them all manner of good. 
Thou doſt ſolicit them thereto, by exciting 
a defire of the pleaſures and benefits thou 


art perpetually preparing; anxious that the b 


gifts thou ſo prodigally conferreſt, ſhould 
be communicated to all, 


Trov doſt impreſs a ſentiment of exiſt- 
ence, by every organ of perception, open- 
ing thy immenſe riches to our view. Thou 
painteſt in our minds a portrait of the uni- 

verſe, 


ſeaſons and years, through thy extended. 
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verſe, adorned with all, that can engage and 
charm the ſenſitive organs. Thou raviſheſt 
our ears with pleaſing ſounds, fraught with 
the tenderneſs of love; with the extacy of 
delight. 


MoTHER of the Graces! of humanity and. 
love! it is thou who formeſt our hearts, and. 
the objects that enchant them. The various 
ſenſes by which thoſe objects are perceived, 
are the work of thy hand.. If theſe ſhould 
happen to give pain, thou calmeſt the preſent 
evil, by inſpiring hopes of a happy futurity. 


Rrasox ! affiſt thy friend and ally, NA- 
TURE"! confirm her preſages in the virtuous 
breaſt 3. engrave her ſacred laws on our ſouls, 
Laws ſo juſt, that the wiſdom of eternal 
equity will never change them. Proclaim to 
man, his title to happineſs, to recompenſe, 
in a future ſtate of being, provided he has 
conferred more good on his fellow-creatures, 
than he has. received from Nature, or from 
them; for nothing leſs can render him a ſharer 
in the future reward, 


Tuov, 
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Tuov, who art enlightened ! ſupport the 
weak and inſtru the ignorant, in their paſ- 
ſage through life, by every means of huma- 
nity and juſtice : Thus ſhalt thou anſwer the 
end of creation; the felicity and perfection 
of all rational beings. Point out the won- 
ders of the univerſe, and the diſintereſted 
benevolence of its Almighty Lord, in this 
ſolemn addreſs: 


© CREATURE of a day! who ſwelleſt with 
& thy own littleneſs and the nothing out of 
* which thou wert made! Behold the kind 
„ earth which ſupports and nouriſhes thee ; 
c the ſtarry firmament that covers thee, and 
„ the ſun that gives thee light. Contem- 
4 plate his luſtre; a luſtre that was created 
4 for thee. —Confider what thou wert, and 
&« what is thy preſent exiſtence, then judge 
« what thou mayeſt be ;—not by an increaſe 
* of thy bulk, ſtature, wealth or know- 
% ledge, but by the improvement of thy 
4 virtue.” 


PT 728 


OP 


FRY I 
=» Cj 


4 


} 
4 


- = 


MET OE RS 


- 
C 
1 
* 
+ 
. 
* 
. 
* 
aa. PY * — — * Z 
9 CY * — v hand rr rr * * 
- 
- =o — * 
4 17.4 =o a o 1 
n 0 a Bg I — a 
\ =, — 


Err I ay pe” 


—— ——_ 


ITAL 
: 4.17 
* TW 


* 


KL. 


1 


- 


r = hs 
ke: 33 9 


77 
2 ar 


KH ba, 
bt 1 


